
These minutes have been NOT approved by the Commission 

Conservation and Historic Preservation Commission, Town of Eastford 

Minutes of Zoom meeting, Tuesday May 4, 2021 

Members Present:  Mary Ellen Ellsworth (MEE), Deborah Lee (DL), Ralph Yulo (RY), Frank Castagna (FC), Mary Belden (MB)  

Members Absent: Steve Broderick (SB), Tom Hughes (TH), Tom DeJohn (TDJ), Amanda Manso (AM), Michelle Poudrette (MP) 

Visitors: Joanne Warren, Dale Warren 

 

1.  Call to order at 7pm. 

2. Minutes of April 6 meeting approved. ((RY/FC) 

3.  Old Business 

 A.  Open space Matters: 

1) Bowen Property - Members discussed delays that have arisen in the approval process.   

   2) Priority Properties  - MEE reported that Jim Larkin, Town Planner, will be providing new town-wide 
property maps that will help us to update the priority properties list.   

 B.  Trails:   

1) BTT – MEE reported that TDJ has made a new trail map.  On April 19th RY, MB, FC, and DL went out to 
the BTT to work on clearing woody debris and over-growth.  RY sawed up some of the trees with his handsaw, 
but the bigger ones will require some chainsaw work.  The team covered the section from the state forest road 
out to Old Colony Rd and then on the other side, part way around the loop trail section to the vernal pool.  The 
vernal pool seemed in good shape and some of the vernal pool obligate species were seen.  There was a 
filamentous green alga present that we haven’t seen in previous years.  There are a lot of down trees and 
branches in this section of the loop. Another date for continuing the clean up  will be set as time and weather 
permit.    

  2) GAT – MB reported that she walked this trail and found it pretty clear.   

  3) OCPT – MEE said that she thought the trail will probably need some checking out by us and possibly 
some re-blazing.  Also the Commission needs to work on verbiage for the “nature trail” part of this project, installation 
of numbered signs for the nature trail,  and preparation of an updated brochure.   

 C. Historic Sites: nothing new 

 D.  Clean Energy Task Force: nothing new 

 E.  Pollinator Pathway Project:  Progress has been made clearing the former “pizza garden” at EES.  RY dug up 
and removed the rotten pallets so that others could go ahead with weeding and planting.  EES Science Coordinator 
Candace Mead is on board with the plans to renovate the garden as a mostly North American native perennial garden to 
feed and shelter native pollinator species of animals.   Part of the garden will be left so that the 4th graders can plant 
pollinator-attracting annuals as an extension of their classroom learning about plants and their ecological roles.    



Members discussed other possible PPP-related activities, including renovating the library garden and providing 
educational signage there.  Joanne Warren is adapting a PPP educational pamphlet that can be distributed in Eastford.   

 F. Outreach:   

1) an article for the June edition of The Communicator is needed.   

       2) Website – MEE talked with Bet Zimmerman about construction of the old website, but Bet said that 
she had only done the graphic layout design for the pages.  Some other entity did the coding. MEE reported that our 
account with the current host, GoDaddy, is paid up to 2022.  Dale Warren reported that he had retrieved the coded 
pages for the old website.  

 G. Trout Pond Decommissioning – MEE reported that the BOS voted to breach the dam and drain the pond. It 
should be noted that neither the Eastford Conservation and Historic Preservation Commission nor the Eastford Wetlands 
and Inland Waterways Commission have been consulted on this matter.   

4.  New Business: MEE reported that Jean Pillo (NE Conservation District) said that recent water quality monitoring of 
Bungay Brook has revealed worrisome levels of E. coli (an intestinal bacteria of warm blooded animals (including 
humans) and so an indicator of fecal contamination) in Bungay Brook.  This brook flows into the Still River and then into 
the Natchaug (one of CT’s few Class A trout streams) and then into the Mansfield Reservoir, a public drinking water 
supply.   

5.  Adjournment at 8:40 pm 

Next meeting:  June 1, 2021 via Zoom.    


